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vanced a grade in the Prussian army; by the terms of his
contract, this automatically resulted in his advance in the
Turkish army to rank of Field Marshal which relieved him
of the command of the First Army Corps in Constantinople.
He remained Inspector of Turkish troops and Director of
the Military School, but did not exercise command over
troops in the Turkish capital—the point to which Sazonov
had so strenuously objected. This solution, which was
satisfactory to Russia, was publicly announced on January
15, 1914.295 It brought the affair peacefully to an end,
without involving the danger of a test of strength between
the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance. As the Russian
Ambassador in Berlin wrote to M. Sazonov: "The Berlin
Cabinet has actually done everything in its power in order
to fulfil our justifiable wishes, and this has not been easy
for it, in view of the newspaper campaign directed against
the Government"296
The whole affair shows how even a serious Russo-Ger-
man diplomatic crisis could be sensibly and peacefully set-
tled, provided that Germany was willing to make some
concessions, and that Russia was restrained by France and
England from taking too extreme and hasty steps; and
provided also that neither side paid too much attention to
the hounding criticisms of its own jingo newspapers and
military alarmists. Though Germany had had no intention
of suddenly springing a surprise which would embarrass
Sazonov, the unfortunate failure of the Tsar in May, and
of Bethmann in October, to mention the Military Mission
to the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs gave the latter
a natural feeling of grievance. This was accentuated by
his fears that the Liman Mission might ultimately block
Russia's ambitions in regard to the Straits—a fact which
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